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Introduction to the TExES™ Bilingual Target  
Language Proficiency Test (BTLPT) – Spanish  
Supplemental Guide  
 
The TExES™ Bilingual Target Language Proficiency Test (BTLPT) Supplemental  
Guide provides a preview of the actual screens used in the computerized tasks 
encountered in the test. 
 
The first section of this guide shows the introductory screens that you will see when 
you first login to the computer at the testing center. These screens cover general 
regulations and policies. 
 
The next section shows the screens that give general directions. These screens 
show how to check the hardware on the computer, how to adjust the headset, 
change the volume, adjust and check the microphone and use the testing tools 
provided. 
 
The remainder of the guide shows what the actual test directions and questions 
screens look like on the computer. For each section of the test (Listening 
Comprehension, Reading Comprehension, Oral Expression and Written Expression) 
and each task type, you will see directions and sample test questions screens. 
 
For complete information regarding the test itself, please refer to the preparation 
manual for the Bilingual Target Language Proficiency Test – Spanish. This 
preparation manual is available in the Preparation Materials section of the ETS 
TExES website at www.texes.ets.org. The manual includes details about how the 
test was developed, which topics are covered and how best to study and prepare 
for each section of the test. 
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Introductory Screens 

Test Center Regulations 
The Test Center Regulations screen shows the rules and policies you must adhere 
to during the test administration. 
 

 

Administrator Assistance 
This screen tells you what to do if you have a problem with your computer or if you 
need the test administrator during the test. 
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Confidentiality Agreement 
You must read and consent to the Confidentiality Agreement before you can begin 
the test. 
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General Test Directions Screens 

General Directions 
The General Directions screen provides information about the test including the test 
sections, the number of questions or tasks in each section and the approximate 
time allotted for each section of the test. 
 

 

Hardware Check 
You will need to check the headset and microphone volume before the test begins. 
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Headset 
This screen shows how to wear the headset appropriately. 
 

 

Changing the Volume 
This screen tells you how to change the volume on the headset. 
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Adjusting the Microphone 
This screen tells you how to adjust the microphone volume. 
 

 

It is important for you to maintain a consistent distance from the microphone and 
speak directly into it. Keep your voice at a consistent level of loudness – not too 
soft, not too loud. 
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Microphone Check 
The computer will indicate whether or not the microphone volume has been 
successfully adjusted. 
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Testing Tools Information 
You will be provided with an overview of the testing tools and buttons that will be 
available to you during the test. 
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Listening Comprehension Section Screens 

Listening Section Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Listening Comprehension section. In the 
test, all directions will be given only in English. The entire Listening Comprehension 
section lasts approximately 50 minutes. 
 

 

Sample Listening Comprehension Selection 
This screen shows what a typical selection in the Listening Comprehension section 
looks like. Each selection will be played twice. You will hear the selection and have 
40 seconds to preview the questions before the selection plays a second time.  
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Sample Listening Comprehension Question  
This screen shows what a typical question in the Listening Comprehension section 
looks like. You will see this screen after listening to the audio twice and previewing 
the questions. As you can see at the top of the screen, you will have 20 seconds to 
answer the question.  
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Reading Comprehension Section Screens 

Reading Section Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Reading Comprehension section. In the 
test, all directions are given only in English. In this section, you will read several 
selections in Spanish. Each selection is accompanied by a number of questions in 
Spanish. You will have 70 minutes to answer all of the questions. A clock at the top 
of the screen will indicate how much time is remaining. 
 

 



 

BTLPT – Spanish Supplemental Guide Page 13 of 22 

Sample Reading Comprehension Question  
This screen shows what a typical question in the Reading Comprehension section 
looks like. The passage is viewable on the left-hand side of the screen, and the 
questions are viewable on the right. As you read the passage, you can scroll 
through it. You may also click on the words underlined in blue to see any footnotes 
related to that word. 
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Oral Expression Section Screens 

Section Directions 
There are several types of tasks that you will be asked to complete in the Oral 
Expression section of the test. On the pages that follow, you can see the directions 
for each task type, along with sample questions.  

Simulated Conversation Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Simulated Conversation task.  
 

 

Sample Simulated Conversation Task  
This screen shows what a typical Simulated Conversation task looks like. You will 
have 30 seconds to read the outline of the conversation. The shaded lines indicate 
what you will hear, while the other lines reflect the basic idea of what you are 
expected to say. You will have 20 seconds to respond to each part of the 
conversation. A tone will indicate when you should begin speaking. 
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Question and Answer Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Question and Answer task.  
 

 

Sample Question and Answer Task  
This screen shows what a typical Question and Answer task looks like. You will have 
to answer two questions related to the information provided. For each question, you 
will hear the question and then have 60 seconds to prepare your response. You will 
then hear the question again and have 60 seconds to record your response. A tone 
will indicate when to begin speaking. 
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Oral Presentation Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Oral Presentation task. 
 

 

Sample Oral Presentation Task  
This screen shows what a typical Oral Presentation task looks like. You will have  
45 seconds to review the information shown. You will then have two minutes  
to prepare the presentation. Then you will have two minutes to record the 
presentation. A tone will indicate when to begin speaking. 
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Situation to Express an Opinion or Propose a Solution Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Situation to Express an Opinion or Propose 
a Solution task. 
 

 

Sample Situation to Express an Opinion or Propose a Solution Task  
This screen shows what a typical Situation to Express an Opinion or Propose a 
Solution task looks like. You will be asked to give your opinion or propose a 
solution. You will have 60 seconds to review the situation shown. Then you will 
have 2 minutes to prepare your response. Finally, you will have 2 minutes to record 
your response. A tone will indicate when to begin speaking. 
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Written Expression Section Screens 

Writing Section Directions 
This screen shows the general directions for the Written Expression section.  
There are several types of tasks that you will be asked to complete in the Written 
Expression section of the test. On the following pages, you can see the directions 
for each task type, along with sample questions. 
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Response to Letter, Memo or E-mail Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Response to Letter, Memo or E-mail task. 
 

 

Sample Response to Letter, Memo or E-mail Task  
This screen shows what a typical Response to Letter, Memo or E-mail task looks 
like. You will read the e-mail (or letter or memo) shown and provide an appropriate 
response. The response should be a minimum of 50 words. You will have access  
to the alternate character toolbar while writing your essay in case you need to  
use any Spanish-language specific characters. A tutorial that will let you practice 
using the alternate character toolbar prior to the day of the test is available in the 
TExES/ExCET section of the ETS TExES website at www.texes.ets.org.  
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Lesson Plan Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Lesson Plan task. 
 

 

Sample Lesson Plan Task  
This screen shows what a typical Lesson Plan task looks like. You will read the 
directions on the left-hand side of the screen and write the lesson plan on the right. 
You will have access to the alternate character toolbar while writing your essay  
in case you need to use any Spanish-language specific characters. A tutorial  
that will let you practice using the alternate character toolbar prior to the day  
of the test is available in the TExES/ExCET section of the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. 
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Opinion/Position Essay Directions 
This screen shows the directions for the Opinion/Position Essay task. 
 

 

Sample Opinion/Position Essay Task 
This screen shows what a typical Opinion/Position Essay task looks like. You will 
read the scenario on the left-hand side of the screen and write an essay in support 
of your opinion or position on the issue in the space on the right. You will have 
access to the alternate character toolbar while writing your essay in case you need 
to use any Spanish-language specific characters. A tutorial that will let you practice 
using the alternate character toolbar prior to the day of the test is available in the 
TExES/ExCET section of the ETS TExES website at www.texes.ets.org. 
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